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DISCUSSION REPORT

The number of papers dealing with this specific
topicisvery limited.

In Spain, an important amount of work related to
OLP hasbeen done dueto thelong tradition and
Importance of those products but, they have
focused mainly on:

e assessing consumers acceptability of these
products
e economic importance in specific areas.
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WP1OBJECTIVES
Besides, the tasks of this WP:

= to clarify the OLP concepts and compare the different
definition

= to understand how different legal protection
Instruments have worked out, their positive and
negative effects, and the consequences of EC
Regulation 2081/92 implementation in EU countries,

are not tasks normally undertaken by researchers in
agricultural economics

but by lawyers or decision makers from different
Institutions.
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Therefore, the adding value of this workpackage must be
twofold:

To collect from outside of our discipline all the
valuable information from people working in different
Institutions (lawyers, decision makers, etc.)

To make an analytical work in order to define and
clarify the state of the art in the definition and
regulation of OLP in each EU country as well as to
compare among them

The output from this analysis will be important for the
agents working in different institutions and for the rest
of workpackages.
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In Spain, there are three main aspects to be analysed

Spanish Regulation on OLP: origin and
per spectives

Allocation of competences between the Central
Government and the Autonomous Gover nments

Spanish Regulation on Guarantee or Collective
Brands. Ley de Marcas, 1988
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Spanish Regulation on OLP

The first regulation on OLP in Spain dated from early last
century and it was only for wine products (1932).

The actual regulation (Ley 25/1970, Estatuto de la Vina, del
vino y de los alcohols) covered also only wine but giving
the possibility to be extended to other food products.

Therefore, from 1970 till 1992, a huge number of regulations
were introduced in order to accommodate this one to new
products and to the new Spanish situation.
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Spanish Regulation on OLP

When in 1992, the EU issue the Regulation 2081/92, the
Spanish government only needs to make the
correspondence between the Designation of Origin and
Geographic Indications to the existing Spanish
“Denominaciones de Origen” because they were very
similar in essence.

Since then, both regulations are working together without
problems.

However, a big debate have been opened among people
dealing with OLP products about the need to change our
Regulation (Ley 25/1970, Estatuto de la Vina, del vino y de
los alcohols) to the new circumstances. The debate is not
finished yet and there is also a proposal for a new
regulation.
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Allocation of competences between the Central Gover nment and
the Autonomous Gover nments

= In our political system, the Governments for the
different regions have competences in some themes.

= In the case of OLP products the distribution of
competences is not clear and the actual situation is that
the Central Government makes the general Regulation
on OLP for the whole country, while the Autonomous
regions undertake the application of this Regulation.

= Therefore, the approval of a new OLP product is taken
In the Region but it must be ratified by the Central
Government which is in charge of the application for
the Registration in the EU as a protected food name.
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Spanish Regulation on Guarantee or collective Brands:
L ey de Marcas, 1988

In Spain, it is possible to label some products under the
“Ley de Marcas, 1988".

This Law gives the possibility to create collective
brands based on the origin characteristics of the
product. In this case, a group of producers, retailers
and also the regional administration can apply for the
recognition of one of those labels for a product with
some specific characteristics (origin, method of
production, etc.).
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Spanish Regulation on Guarantee or collective Brands:
L ey de Marcas, 1988

To get the approval they must accomplished some
requirements defined in the Law. Usually, those
requirements are not as strict as the requirements in
the Designation of Origin Regulation.

The differences between them are important enough to
consider them different but they have also important
similarities. To analyse the implication of the
coexistence of these two types of protection in the
Spanish food market is very important and needed
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