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1. MAIN FINDINGS OF RESEARCH AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The objectives of the research activities (Montresor, 2000) have been the identification of an analytical scheme, valid at 
different territorial levels (Regions, States, EU) and able to give the necessary information on the rural main dynamics to the 
public and private Institutions and the detection of territorial systems significantly homogeneous at different levels, according to 
rural development.  
 
The principal hypothesis of the analysis are: 

??A wide range of situations in the EU rural scenario, with notable differences in the levels of exploitation of natural resources, 
methods of management and care for the environment 
o the concentration and the specialisation  
o the social transformations (de-urbanisation, suburban sprawl, progressive depopulation and under-exploitation of resources)  
o the diversification in the labour market  
o the degree of integration of farming into the food chain and the role of typical products 

??The necessity to assess the real impact of the actions and measures undertaken in the different territories, in relation to the 
objectives pursuived (typical products, integration of agricultural sector with other economic activities within rural areas, both 
internal and external ecc).  

 
The principal assumptions of the analytical tools adopted (Principal Component Analysis and cluster analysis at two stage, 
with different indicators in second stage) have been: 

??The possibility of comparison between different situations inside the EU, for a better intervention on competitiveness or on 
gaps within each system 

??The flexibility, in order to be adapted to different territorial realities and to the consequent differentiated demand for 
agricultural policy 

?? The reproducibility over time:  
o for ex post monitoring the effectiveness of the adopted measures and also the spreading of independent processes 

(socio-economics dynamics) 
o for the assessment ex ante of the adopted policies (through the re-definition of some indicators and the integrated use of 

other methodologies). 
 
The principals results of the analysis are:  

??The detection of different levels of rural development 

??The classification of the territorial units (subregional, NUTS 2 and 3) in each levels of agricultural and rural development 

??The evaluation of the role of the Institutions ad different territorial levels  
 
Naturally there are high differences in the different territorial analysis: the indicators, the statistical information, its 
significativeness.  

1.1. Analysis At Sub-Regional Level (Data At Municipality Level)  

The regions investigated are Emilia Romagna and Veneto and the results are in Montresor, Mazzocchi, 2000 (a, b, c). 
 
Objectives 

??To define the sub-regional systems sufficiently homogeneous under rural perspective, in relation to the policies’ impact, to 
the socio-economic dynamics and to the integration to the food chain at a local level. 

??To furnish an analytical tool to the Regions in order:  
o to set their Plans of Rural Development  
o to assess in progress the adopted measures.  

 
Results  
??The mapping of the main territorial systems, not the detection new institutional backgrounds, besides those already existing. 
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Principal problems at sub-regional level 
??Difficulties in identifying the territorial systems in order to calibrate endogenous development interventions 
??Static Analysis 

o The available sources in the different countries are dated and related to the censuses’ collection periodicity  
o Some parameters (GDP per capita and the agricultural SGM), hardly available at municipality level, need to be estimated 
o Lack of FADN information  

 
Opportunities 
??Endogenous Rural Development Plan: The “two stages” approach allows to choose the second stage indicators for the 

specific local realities, also with the intervention of the regional and local Institutions, in order to face the various problems 
arising in the regional planning (quality products, rural tourism, Leader II, Territorial Pacts, local production systems ecc). 
The principal results on rural tourism dynamics in Emilia Romagna are reported in Montresor, Mazzocchi, Bernardi, 2000: 
the principal results for the quality products in Emilia Romagna are reported in Montresor, Mazzocchi, Zanchini, 2000. 

??Dynamic analysis: The sub-regional scenarios may be simulated with a certain degree of precision:  
- “re-determining” some specialisation indicators related to changes at a larger territorial level (NUTS 2 or 3) or to local 

production systems;  
- some more recent information on the socio-economic context may be found in national statistics (es. population), 

whereas other should also be obtained through simulation. 

1.2. Analysis At Nuts 3 Level (By Country) 

The investigated country is Italy (first stage) and the results are reported in Montresor, Mazzocchi, Zanchini, 1999 

Objectives 
??To give a global framework allowing to lay down the most appropriate policy planning instruments at a national level 
??To understand in which national scenario the regional strategies are placed: 

o the main differentiation of the rural world (hill and mountain areas compared to highly populated and economically 
diversified plane areas; intensive and specialised areas, compared to non specialised territories etc). 

o the role played by  food integration at a territorial level, indirectly highlighting the weight of trade relations  
 

Sources: Accessing information is easier and there are no estimation problems for the indicators. (National statistics and 
National FADN). 
 
Limits 

??Informativeness: The extension of the investigation unit does not allow the inner deep disparities to be valued. For 
interpreting in a first approximation the various existing realities, in the survey three further indicators reporting the 
percentage of plain, hilly and mountain surface were included. These parameters resulted to be very relevant, as the 
identified areas appear as relatively homogeneous under an agricultural and rural perspective 

 
Opportunities 
??Under an operational perspective, Nuts 3 often corresponds to an institutional level, responsible for the interventions 
??Possibility to extend the analysis to “scenario analysis”. An example is reported in Paris, Montresor, Arfini, Mazzocchi (2000) 
??Indications to national policy makers in order to national laws of re-orientation, laws of quality ecc. 

1.3. Analysis At Nut 3 Level (Eu Regions) 

The first stage analysis is reported in Montresor, Mazzocchi 2000. 

Objectives 
??To define the main territorial systems in the European scenario, faced by the policies adopted in Agenda 2000 and WTO regulations  
??To define the EU framework at territorial level, faced by the enlargement to CEEC and to southern Mediterranean countries 
??To suggest indications to EU, national and regional policy makers 
 
Results  
This survey allows to evaluate the main dynamics in the EU territorial systems and the potential scenarios in the European regions: 

o wider information 
o dynamic analysis (the time series of European FADN information is larger) 
o possibility of integration to supply models at regional level (assessment of the impact of CAP policy) 
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Data information 
?? European FADN: allows to build the indicators for the agricultural specialisation at EU regional level 
?? REGIO data base: allows to define socio-economic, enterprise structures and agro-food industry integration parameters.  

 
Limits 
??Informativeness: Many territorial dynamics emerged in the previous levels of investigation widely lessen, but the previous 

obtained results allow to understand this analysis output 
??Information sources 

o The limitation of the field of observation of EU-FADN to “commercial farms” 
o The differences in terms of sampling methods used in the member States (Veneto) 
o The lack of some information in REGIO data base (importations and exportations between Regions, food industry ecc) 

2. SCIENTIFIC AND RECENT PAPERS, PUBLICATIONS AND STUDIES 

2.1. Books 2001-1995 

Fanfani, R. (ed) ; Montresor E. (ed) ; F. Pecci (ed)  
Il settore agroalimentare in Italia e l’integrazione europea  
Franco Angeli, 2001 (con R. Fanfani e F. Pecci) 351 p.  
 
Fanfani, R. (ed) ; Montresor, E. (ed) 
La struttura sociale dell'agricoltura italiana verso il 2000  
Franco Angeli, Milano, 2000, 206 p. 
 
Montresor, E.  
Economia montana e sviluppo rurale 
CLUEB, Bologna, 1998, 301 p. 

2.2. Congress Proceedings, Journal Article, Book Sections, Thesis 2001-1989 

2001 
Montresor, E ; Mazzocchi, M.  
The Rural and Agricultural Development: an Approach to EU Regions 
73rd EAAE Seminar, Ancona, 2001/6/28-2001/6/30, Policy Experiences with Rural Development in a Diversified Europe, p. 21 
 
Montresor, E ; Mazzocchi, M.  
L’approccio allo sviluppo agricolo e rurale a livello territoriale. Il confronto tra due regioni sviluppate del Paese 
In: Fanfani, R. (ed) ; Montresor, E. (ed) ; Pecci, F. (ed), Il settore agroalimentare in Italia e l’integrazione europea, Milano, 
Franco Angeli, pp. 56-85.  

2000 
Montresor, E. ; Mazzocchi, M. 
Agricultural and Rural Development at Regional Level: un Analytical Approach.  
Agricultural Economics Review, 2000, n. 2, pp. 31-45. 
 
Montresor E. ; Mazzocchi, M. ; Zanchini, A. 
Regional Institutions and Competitiveness Dynamics of Typical and Quality Products in the New EU Scenery.  
67. EAAE Seminar 1999/1028-1999/1030, EAAE, European Association of Agricultutal Economists. In: Sylvander, B. (ed) ; 
Barjolle, D. (ed) ; Arfini, F. (ed), The Socio-Economics of Origin Labelled Products in Agro-food Supply Chains: Spatial, 
Institutional and Co-ordination Aspects, Actes e Communications, n. 17-1, Paris, INRA Editions, 2000, pp. 295-313. 
 
Paris, Q ; Montresor. E. ; Arfini, F. ; Mazzocchi, M.  
An Integrated Dynamic Model for Evaluating Agricultural Policies Through Positive Information.  
In: Heckelei T. et alii (eds), Agricultural Sector Modelling and Policy Information Systems, Vauk Verlag, Kiel, 2000 pp. 101-110. 
 
Montresor, E. ; Mazzocchi, M.  
Développement agricole et rural au niveau régional: une approche analytique  
Revue d’Economie Régional et Urbaine, n. 5, 2000, pp. 861-886 
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Montresor, E. 
L'articolazione aziendale a livello territoriale nell'agricoltura italiana.  
In: Fanfani, R. (ed) ; Montresor, E. (ed), La struttura sociale dell'agricoltura italiana verso il 2000, Franco Angeli, Milano, 2000, 
pp. 47-208. 
 
Montresor, E. ; Mazzocchi, M. 
L’approccio allo sviluppo agricolo e rurale a livello territoriale. Il confronto tra due regioni sviluppate del Paese.  
In: Fanfani, R. (ed) ; Montresor E. (ed) ; Pecci F. (ed) ; Il settore agroalimentare in Italia e l’integrazione europea, Franco 
Angeli, 2001 (con M. Mazzocchi) pp. 56-85. 
 
Montresor, E 
I sistemi locali di produzione agroalimentare.  
II Rapporto CNEL, L’agricoltura tra locale e globale. Distretti e filiere, Roma, 2000 pp. 179-209. 
 
Montresor, E. ; Mazzocchi, M. 
Some Considerations on Analytical Tools for Rural Development at different levels (Region, State, EU) 
Working Papers Series, EUROTOOLS, N. 17, pp.15 
 
Montresor, E. ; Mazzocchi, M. 
Spatial Analysis of Agricultural and Rural Development In the EU: a Multivariate Statistical Approach 
Working Papers Series, EUROTOOLS, N. 18, pp.14 

1999 

Montresor, E. ; Mazzocchi, M. ; Zanchini, A. 
Main Dynamics in Progress in Italian Agriculture: an Analysis at NUTS 3 Level 
Working Papers Series, EUROTOOLS, N. 6, pp.28. 

1998 

Fanfani, R. ; Montresor E. 
Istituzioni ed imprese nel percorso di sviluppo dei sistemi locali agroalimentari  
La Questione Agraria, n. 69, 1998 pp. 87- 108.  
 
Fanfani, R. ; Montresor E. ; Baldini, U. ; Lupatelli. G.  
L’articolazione dello sviluppo rurale e agroalimentare in Italia.  
Atti del XXX Convegno SIDEA, L'agricoltura italiana tra prospettive continentali e mediterranee, Napoli, 1998 pp. 274-286. 

1997 

Montresor, E. ; Brasili C. 
L'aviculture en Europe: Les dynamiques productives et la compétitivité.  
In : Fanfani, R (ed) ; Green R. (ed), Rodriguez Zuniga M. (ed), Commercialisation, Consommation et Environment: la Viande 
en Europe, Actes et Communications, Paris, INRA, Editions, 1997, pp. 133- 162. 
 
Fanfani, R. ; Montresor, E.  
Institutions et Dynamiques de Compétitivité dans les Systèmes Locaux Agroalimentaires Italiens.  
In : Fanfani, R (ed) ; Green R. (ed), Rodriguez Zuniga M. (ed), Commercialisation, Consommation et Environment: la Viande 
en Europe, Actes et Communications, Paris, INRA, Editions, 1997, pp. 327-347. 

1996 

Montresor, E. 
Per una nuova politica agroalimentare.  
Il Ponte, 7-8, 1996, pp. 77-90. 
 
Montresor, E. ; Marseglia, F.  
Le dinamiche dei sistemi locali nell'avicoltura italiana.  
In: Fanfani, R. (ed) ; Green ; R.(ed) ; Pecci, F. (ed) ; Rodriguez Zuniga, M. (ed), I sistemi di produzione della carne in Europa: 
un'analisi comparata tra filiere e sistemi locali, Franco Angeli, 1996 pp. 98- 134. 
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1995 

Fanfani, R. ; Gatti, S. ; Lanini, L. ; Montresor, E. ; Pecci, F.  
Les systèmes locaux de production et les produits de qualité dans l'industrie de la viande en Italie.  
In : Nicolas, F. (ed) ; Valceschini, E.(ed), Agro-alimentaire: une economie de la qualité, INRA, Economica, 1995 pp. 293- 307. 

1994 

Fanfani, R. ; Gatti, S. ; Lanini, L. ; Montresor, E. ; Pecci, F. 
Il ruolo delle produzioni di qualità nei sistemi locali agroalimentari in Italia.  
Diritto ed Economia, n. 34, 1994 pp. 409-441. 
 
Fanfani, R. ; Gatti, S. ; Lanini, L. ; Montresor, E. ; Pecci, F. 
Spazio rurale e sviluppo agricolo in Europa: una nuova prospettiva territoriale. Annali Feltrinelli, Milano, 1994 pp. 441-
489. 
 
Fanfani, R. ; Montresor, E.  
Gli strumenti interpretativi del sistema agroalimentare italiano.  
In: Cesaretti, G. P. (ed) ; Mariani, A. (ed) ; Sodano, V. (ed), Sistemi Agroalimentari e mercati locali, Il Mulino, Bologna, 1994 
pp. 15-54. 

1993 

Fanfani, R. ; Montresor, E. 
Nuevos instrumentos interpretativos par el analisis del sistema agroalimentario italiano. Agricoltura y Sociedad, n. 161, 
1993, pp. 15-53. 
 
Montresor, E.  
L'analisi delle differenziazioni territoriali del sistema agroalimentare italiano.  
Nord e Sud, n. 1, 1993 pp. 25-35. 

1992 

Fanfani, R. ; Gatti, S. ; Lanini, L. ; Montresor, E. ; Pecci, F. 
Espacio rural y desarollo en Europa: una nueva perspectiva territorial.  
In: Rodriguez Zuniga, M. (ed), El sistema agroalimentario ante el nuevo mercado unico europeo, Nerea, Madrid, 1992 pp. 
130-171. 

1991 

Fanfani, R. ; Montresor, E. 
Il sistema agroalimentare italiano: filiere, multinazionali e la dimensione spaziale dello sviluppo.  
In: Fanfani, R (ed) ; Green R. (ed), Rodriguez Zuniga M. (ed), Changement technique e restructuration de l'industrie agro-
alimentaire en Europe, Actes et Communications, Paris, INRA Editions, 1991, pp. 95-117. 
 
Montresor, E. 
I processi di terziarizzazione e la localizzazione spaziale nell'avicoltura italiana.  
In: Fanfani, R (ed) ; Green R. (ed), Rodriguez Zuniga M. (ed), Changement technique e restructuration de l'industrie agro-
alimentaire en Europe, Actes et Communications, Paris, INRA Editions, 1991. 
 
Fanfani, R. ; Montresor, E. 
Il sistema agroalimentare italiano: filiere, multinazionali e la dimensione spaziale dello sviluppo.  
La Questione Agraria, n. 41, 1991 pp. 165-201. 
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NEED OF RESEARCH AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Evaluation of effects of typical products on rural development 
 
At present there are few studies which attempt to quantify and to compare the effects of typical production at different territorial 
levels (Region, State, EU), but already nowadays the competition between quality products in the EU takes place between 
local production systems (agri-food systems, rural tourism systems etc), each of them connected in a network, in an implicit or 
explicit way.    
 
Can be interesting to define the theoretical tools (indicators, methodology) for assessing the scenario of the potential 
resources (quality products, traditional products) existing in the different territories and in the different countries at different 
territorial levels?  
 
Can be interesting the definition of a general framework of the role of typical products, valid in the different systems of rural 
development, able to give indications to policy decision makers at different levels, in relation to WTO regulations and to the 
enlargement to CEEC and to southern countries?  
 
Can be interesting to investigate and to compare, through an analytical scheme, valid at different levels, the opportunities and 
the limits existing for the OLP’s in the different systems, in relation to socio-economic disparities of the context and the 
different patterns of governance, understood as the effective capacity of regional institutions to orient the use of regional 
resources?  
 
As known at territorial level as regards agricultural policies we can found three levels of governance (Sotte, 2000): (a) Implicit 
governance, which includes the CAP and in which there is a limited intermediation of regional and national institutions, 
although this policy, which has absorbed and which continues to absorb a large part of the resources foreseen by the EC 
budget, has significant influence on regional development; (b) Multi-level governance, which includes measures directed 
towards rural development in the true sense of the term, both in the form of traditional accompanying measures directly aimed 
at farmers, and in measures of a structural nature (modernisation, diversification etc.) The impact of this governance will be 
more relevant in the 2000 reform with the implementation of policies which directly involve different regional levels; the 
evaluation will thus be relevant for understanding how the processes will evolve; (c) Agency governance, in which numerous 
local initiatives are included, linked to European Community or national measures. This concerns LEADERS+, although not 
agencies in the stricter sense, but also experience of territorial pacts (Italy). The nature of this level of governance may come 
into conflict with the previous ones; this conflict is often resolved by absorbing this level of governance within the context of 
prevailing and pre-existing political and institutional levels.  
 


