
WP5 Scottish Case Study

Specially Selected Scotch Beef



1. General information

Product: fresh & processed 
beef                                                      

Denomination: PGI  (1998)

OLP: Scotch Beef, (SSSB)

Area: Scotland



2. Characteristics

Product derived from an integrated system of 
Quality Assurance Schemes that addresses:

Basis of PGI status: 

Quality

Consumer safety

Animal welfare

at all stages of the Scottish supply chain.
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4. Rural development links
Till now, weak & indirect:

“Targeting of national envelop funds at producers who are 
members of certified quality assurance schemes underlines 
our commitment to quality production in Scotland”

Ross Finnie, Minister for Environment & Rural Development 18/9/02

Beef production support schemes
Scottish Rural Development Plan

But changing:

The future:
Using PGI as springboard for VA business



5. Consumer links
UK consumers do not recognise OLPs as 
indicators of quality.

SSSB is bought due to a perception of 
quality, safety or familiarity with a brand 
linked to Scotland & Scottish tradition.

The strategy of QMS is Quality Assurance 
and the guarantee it brings.  It  has no input 
on price setting.  For other chain actors, 
added value is the priority issue.


